
 
 

 

 
Date: 5th July 2022 
 
NOTIFICATION TO LOCAL RESIDENTS: POTENTIAL PLANNING APPLICATION ON WEST HILL 
 
As you may know, Kingswood House has been in residence here on our West Hill site in Epsom for over 100 
years. The School does not own the site, but leases it from a family. The current 15 year lease runs until March 
2023 and there is then a statutory right to renew. 
 
Despite the ravages of the pandemic, the School is in a position of strength with excellent numbers on the roll 
and an ambitious development plan. As well as moving to co-education, capital investment in the site remains 
ongoing, including over £100,000 on the recent installation of a new Astroturf facility. 
 
The negotiations for a new lease agreement are always complicated and can take a long time to finalise. Also, 
as we get near to any lease renewal, developers/landlords often ‘try it on’ with a speculative application for 
planning permission for housing on all or part of the land. Surprisingly, they can do this regardless of whether 
there is any chance of success. Just so that you are aware, our landlords have informed us that they are 
minded to make such a speculative planning application. 
 
The landlords have arranged a “Public Consultation” at the Cricketers Pub this Thursday (7th July) from 5.00 to 
7.00 pm. We enclose a copy of their flyer which you may receive, and we would urge you attend if you are able, 
please. The School has already briefed and engaged a seasoned professional team to vigorously oppose the 
proposed scheme, but your help is vital in adding your strong opposition at the earliest possible stage. 
 
Please note in particular: 
 

• Our school is already a thriving SEND-focused school for 250 boys and girls (SEND: Special Educational 
Needs and Disabilities), and the proposed school is on a small part of the site and will only 
accommodate a fraction of this number.  

• 100% of the site should be kept for a school, and no housing should be allowed. Although the 
landlords will say otherwise, there are other sites for housing which are far more appropriate.  

 
 
 
 
Richard Evans (Chair of Governors)                    Duncan Murphy (Headmaster)   
 

 
 

 


